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INTRODUCTION
• Biocultural justice is an understanding of environmental justice that 

addresses the interconnections between ecology, culture, and heritage.

• For Sanjay Kabir Bavikatte (2014), biocultural rights include access to natural 
resources, self-determination, cultural sovereignty, and land stewardship. 

• The idea of biocultural justice connects with many of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals such as 10 “Reduced Inequalities” and 15 “Life on Land.”

• Poetry by Indigenous authors engages extensively with ideas of biocultural 
justice and, by extension, the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.



INTRODUCTION
For poet Craig Santos Perez, Indigenous ecopoetics underscores “how the primary 
themes in native texts express the idea of interconnection and interrelatedness of 
humans, nature, and other species” (2015, para. 14)

Works of Indigenous Ecopoetics:

• call attention to the significance of the land to First Nations genealogies, 
ontologies, and epistemologies

• critique colonialist constructions of non-human beings as objects to be 
appropriated, commodified or eradicated

• inflect a view of non-humans—and creative works produced from and with them—
as agents of recuperation, resistance and reciprocity

• link creators, audiences, land, materials and technologies in dynamic exchange



INTRODUCTION
Indigenous Phytopoetics

• narrativize human 
relationships to plants

• critique issues impacting 
people’s access to plants

• inspire modes of human-
botanical sovereignty



MATERIAL AND METHODS
• The main method employed in this study is textual analysis, or close textual 

reading of literary works. 

• Key texts include Perez’s Habitat Threshold from 2020, Bill Neidjie’s Story About 
Feeling from 1989, Steven Winduo’s Hembemba from 2000, James Steven’s 
Combing the Snakes From His Hair from 2002, and Joy Harjo’s How We Became 
Human from 2004. 

• The texts were read from an ecocritical perspective in order to ascertain 
references to cultural traditions involving plants within particular places. 
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IMPLICATIONS AND CONCLUSION
• Works of Indigenous phytopoetics highlight the material, spiritual, and 

transgenerational interdependencies between people and plants.

• In the writing of Winduo and Stevens, plants are agents of Indigenous cultural 
sovereignty with the capacity to nourish, heal, and inspire. 

• Their poetry links to SDG Goals 3 “Good Health and Well-Being,” 10 “Reduced 
Inequalities,” 11 “Sustainable Cities and Communities,” 13 “Climate Action,” 
and 15 “Life on Land.” 

• Poetry reveals aspects of Indigenous biocultural heritage, forwarding ideas of 
biocultural justice and connecting to Sustainable Development Goals set by 
the UN. 
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